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Clover Kids

CRAFT RECIPES

SILLY PUTTY

What you need:

Glue

Liquid Starch

Mix 2 parts white glue with one part liquid starch.

SALT AND FLOUR FINGERPAINT

What you need:

2 c Flour 

2 tsp Salt 
3 c Cold water 
2 c Hot water 
Food coloring 

Add the salt to the flour in a saucepan. Pour in cold water gradually and beat the mixture with an egg beater until smooth. Add the hot water and boil the mixture until it becomes glossy. Beat it until it is smooth. Mix in food coloring.

FINGERPAINTS

What you need:

½ c Cornstarch 
1 pk Unflavored gelatin
Food color or poster paint 
Water 

In a bowl, mix ¾ cup cold water with the cornstarch to make a paste. Soak the gelatin in ¼ cup cold water; set aside. In a saucepan, bring 2 cups of water to boil and add the cornstarch mixture slowly to it. Stir well. Cook, stirring constantly over medium heat until the mixture comes to a boil and clears. Remove from the heat and stir in the gelatin. Cool and divide into several jars. Add the food color and blend.

SIDEWALK PAINT

1/4 cup cornstarch

1/4 cup cold water

6-8 drops food coloring

What you do:

Mix cornstarch and cold water in a small bowl. Add food coloring and stir. Repeat these steps for every color you make.  This paint dries very pretty and can easily be washed away with water!

SIDEWALK CHALK 

What you need:

2 Cups Water 

2 Cups Plaster of Paris
2 Tbl Tempera Paint (Wet or Dry)
Toilet Paper Tubes with duct tape over one end 
Combine and stir together. Let stand a few minutes. Place tubes on cookie sheet lined with foil or wax paper. Pour mixture into holders, let stand until semi-firm. Remove holders and let dry completely - ready to use in about 1 to 1 1/2 hrs. *Never pour plaster down sink.

BLUBBER

What you need:

Mix together in one bowl:



Mix together in a second bowl:
1 cup white glue 




2 tsp. Borax 
3/4 cup warm water 




1/2 cup warm water
green food coloring

Now, while stirring the Borax mixture constantly, add the glue mixture. Take out the flubber part!

KOOLAID PLAY DOUGH

What you need:

1/2 C salt 
  2 C water 
  2 T salad oil 
    2 cups flour 
2 T. alum     Kool-aid for color

Boil salt in water until salt is dissolved. Add Koolaid for color. Add salad oil, flour and alum. Knead or process until smooth. Keeps for two months or longer. 

RICE AND PASTA DYE

What you need:

1 tsp. Rubbing alcohol
Few  drops of food coloring

1 C Rice / Pasta (uncooked)

Add food coloring to the rubbing alcohol until a bright color is achieved – then mix with rice or pasta thoroughly.  Lay in single layer pan to dry.

GLITTER GLUE

What you need:
2 parts white glue

1 part glitter

 Powdered tempera (optional)

Mix the glue and glitter – and tempera (if you want it).  

BUBBLE SOLUTION

What you need:
1 cup distilled water

4 T Joy dishwashing soap

2 T White corn syrup

Mix together and let  sit at least 24 hours before you use it.  You can substitute glycerin for the corn syrup – but it is expensive. 

SALT DOUGH

What  you need:

4 c Flour 

1 c Salt 

1 ½ c Warm water 

Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl. Add warm water slowly, using your hands to mix all together. Wear rubber gloves if you wish, as the salt tends to dry your skin. Knead on a flour-covered surface for about 10 minutes, until the surface is smooth and elastic. Wrap the dough tightly or place in a covered container. Take out only what you will be using.

SAWDUST CLAY

What you need:

2/3 Parts fine sawdust 

½ Parts flour 

Water 

To mix the clay, use a large bowl or bucket. Mix 2/3 parts of sawdust and 1/3 part of flour together. (NOTE: sawdust should not contain any redwood sawdust.) Pour in water and mix until it reaches a stiff but 'squishy' consistency. Add more flour if it is too crumbly. The clay needs some kneading before the gluten in the flour becomes elastic, holding the sawdust together. Work it in your hands or on a table top covered with newspapers. Play with the clay a little until it becomes easy to shape.  This clay air-dries very hard. It should be placed directly in the sun, if possible. When dry, you can sand it or not, depending upon what you like. 

Use tempera or acrylic paints to decorate the finished objects. To give your pieces a glossy coating, spray with acrylic clear finish or paint with acrylic floor wax.

FINGERPAINT

What you need:

1/8 c Liquid starch 

1 tb Powdered tempera 

Pour starch directly onto paper. Sprinkle the tempera over the starch. Mix the color in as you paint.

FINGERPAINT

What you need:

2 c Powdered tempera 

1 c Liquid starch 

Water 

Mix tempera and starch until it is smooth and creamy. Slowly add water until the mixture has a good, thick consistency.

FUNDOUGH

What you need:

3 c Flour 

1 c Salt 

3 T. Salad oil 

1 c Water 

Mix dry ingredients together. Stir in oil and water. Add more water, as necessary, to form a soft, pliable dough. This dough keeps well.

OOBLECK

Cornstarch

Water

What you do:

Mix equal parts water and cornstarch. (Maybe a little less water) 

FUNDOUGH 2

What you need:

1 c Salt 

1 c Flour 

1 tsp Powdered alum 

¾ c Water 

Mix dry ingredients first. Add half the water. If necessary, add more water to make the mixture stick together but not feel tacky. 

This dough will harden to a good permanent quality.

CORNMEAL DOUGH

What you need:

1 ½ c Flour 

1 ½ c Cornmeal

1 c Salt 

1 c Water 

Mix all ingredients together. Add more water to make the mixture cling. 

This dough will keep up to six weeks in an airtight container. 

JEWELRY CLAY

What you need:

¾ c Flour 

½ c Salt

½ c Cornstarch 

Warm water 

Mix dry ingredients together. Gradually add warm water until the mixture can be kneaded into shapes. Make beads by rolling the dough into little balls, piercing the balls with toothpicks, and allowing the balls to dry. Paint and string the beads.

GREAT FUNDOUGH

What you need:

1 c Flour 
½ c Salt 
2 tsp Cream of tartar 
1 c Water 
1 T Salad oil 

Mix all ingredients together in an electric skillet. Cook on a low heat setting until the mixture is lumpy. Turn the dough out on wax paper. Knead when cool. 

The dough has an excellent quality, keeps well, and does not crumble. 

PEANUTBUTTER FUNDOUGH

What you need:

1 c Peanut butter 

1 c Corn syrup 
1 ½ c Powdered sugar 
1 ½ c Powdered milk 

Mix all ingredients together with a spoon. Add more powdered milk if necessary to make a workable dough. Knead, shape, and eat. 

PEANUTBUTTER HONEY FUNDOUGH

What you need:

1 c Peanut butter 

1 c Honey 

2 c Powdered milk 

Mix all ingredients together in a bowl. Add more powdered milk if necessary to make a workable dough. 

BREAD DOUGH PLAY DOUGH

Bread

White Glue

Water

Bowls

Tempera paint 

What you do:

Take the crust off the bread and break it into stuffing size pieces.  Add ¼ cup glue and about 3 T water for a large loaf of bread.  Mix it up – it takes quite a bit of kneading to get it smooth – but it will get smooth and dries hard!  You can add powdered tempera for a cool effect as well!

QUICK CREATIVE ARTS AND CRAFTS

CRAFT STICK PUZZLES

Craft sticks

Tape

Markers

What you do:

Lay 6-10 craft sticks on the table in a row and tape them.  Number the sticks.  Flip them over and draw a picture or design on them.  Take the tape off, mix them up and give the puzzle to someone to solve.

SCRIBBLES

Paper

Markers

What you do:

Choose partners.  Each person draws a scribble on his/her own piece of paper.  Then, they trade papers and have to draw to make something out of the scribble.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

Crayon    Grater
Wax paper

What you do:

Children put crayon shavings on one of two cut pieces of waxed paper—any shape they want.  Then carefully iron another piece of waxed paper to the top.  The iron melts the crayons and the pieces of waxed paper stick together.  

THUMBPRINT PICTURES
Markers
Paper

What you do:

Make thumbprints on paper and then they have to either connect them to make a picture or make them into things that go together in a picture.

SUGAR CHALK PICTURES
Sugar     Water    Chalk      Paper

What you do:

Have the children dip chalk into a very thick sugar water mixture and draw a design or picture.  The sugar makes an interesting brilliance and sparkle!  

YARN PICTURES
Pencils   Paper
Yarn
Glue

What you do:

The children draw a picture on paper.  Then they fill in the picture with glue a section at a time and cover the glue with cut up yarn.

 BUTTERFLIES IN THE MIST
Coffee filters   Markers   Spray bottles  
Popsicle sticks 

What you do:

The children decorate coffee filters with marker, then they “mist” spray them from a spray bottle to make the colors wash together.  Let the sun dry them then staple them into butterflies and add a construction paper body with Popsicle sticks to make puppets.  Point out the different shapes and colors of the butterflies—they are all beautiful.  They can be used to make plays on the topic.  

BUBBLE PRINTS
Bubble solution   Paint   Straws  
Paper

Paper cups 

What you do:

Pour bubble solution and liquid paint into paper cups. Insert a straw and blow – colorful bubbles should rise out of the cup. You can either lay paper on top of the bubbles, or let them spill over on to the paper. 

PAPER BEADS

Wallpaper
Scissors
Pencils

Tape/glue
Nail polish
Yarn

What you do:

The children cut wallpaper into long skinny triangles (about 1 ½ inches on the long side and 4 inches long to the point).  Starting with the point, they wrap the triangle around a pencil and tape or glue the end.  Encourage them to use different types and colors of wallpaper.  It is nice to cover them with nail polish to protect them and give a shine.  These are then strung together on a string for a necklace.  

SILLY GLOBS

White Glue

Cornstarch
Paper Cups

What you do:

Mix cornstarch and white glue in the cup. Mix with your fingers and take out and play!

SACHETS

Paper

Scissors

Fabric

Glue

Potpourri

Markers

What you do:

Have the children draw a big but plain figure on a piece of paper. It should have a large middle section.  Trace that onto the fabric with the “right” sides together.  Turn them over and glue the sides together – almost all the way – leave a small opening to put the potpourri in.  Let that dry and then add the potpourri and glue the rest.

TENNIE TIES

Shoestrings

Fabric Markers


What you do:

Decorate the shoestrings with fabric markers and let dry.

MUD ART

Styrofoam meat trays
Dirt
Water

What you do:

Give each child a tray, dirt, and water.  Let them mix the dirt and water to make a sculpture.

RAINBOW BALLOONS

Balloons


Colored yarn


Plaster of Paris 

Water
 

What you do:

Cut colorful string into 18 inch pieces.  Blow up balloons.  Mix up a watery solution of plaster of Paris.  Dip strings into solution (or glue) and wrap around the balloons.  Let dry 24 to 48 hours and then pop the balloon. 

STONE PAINTING

Large rocks
   Paint  
Googly eyes

What you do:

Paint the rock and add googly eyes.  Or paint a scene on a big rock.

PULL AWAYS

Paper
    Scissors    Chalk

OR 

Paper
    Paint         Sponges

What you do:

Cut shapes out of the paper.  Lay the shapes down on another piece of paper.  Hold it with one hand and putting the chalk (or paint and sponge) on the edge of the shape, they pull away from the center of the shape – out. 

BLOW PAINTING

Paint
    Paper       Straws

What you do:

Drop small amounts of paint onto the paper and move it around by blowing it around with the straw.

STRING PAINTING

Paint       Paper      String

What you do:

Dip some strings in different colors of paint.  Place them on paper making sure an end hangs off the side.  Fold the paper and pull the string.

GROUP  BANNER

Crayon
Large paper

What you do:
Give the children only one crayon per person – and make sure everyone gets a different color.  Have them create a group banner of just their own picture by sharing the crayons.

SAND PAPER PICTURES

Crayons
Sandpaper     Iron   Paper

What you do:

Draw a design on sandpaper with crayons using lots of pressure producing a heavy layer.  Put another sheet of paper over the design and carefully iron with a medium hot iron.  An interesting stipple like print will result on the top paper.  

TISSUE PAPER COLLAGE

Tissue paper shapes or pieces

Glue        Water       Babyfood jars (opt)

What you do:

Mix equal amounts of water and glue.  Draw a picture on cardboard.  Tear strips of tissue paper and “color” the glue picture on the cardboard with the bits of tissue paper.  Brush over the tissue paper with the water-glue mixture.  Repeat process to build up several layers of tissue paper.  

COFFEE FILTER FLOWERS
Coffee Filters   Paint      Water    Tape

What you do:

The children decorate coffee filters with markers or drops of thinned paint.  Twist the inside so the outside forms a flower and tape.  

FABRIC WALL ART

3 x 6 inch fabric strips   Bendable wire

What you do:

Shape the wire into whatever shape you want.  Tie the fabric strips onto the wire – push the strips close to each other.

RAINBOW HANGINGS

Wax paper
   Yarn          Crayons

Grater       Iron      Newspaper
Hole puncher

What you do:

Take 2 pieces of wax paper. Hold together and cut into a whatever shape you want. Then, grate crayon onto wax paper. Cover all this with newsprint. Quickly and gently touch warm iron to the covered wax paper and shavings.  Punch holes and hang with the yarn.

RAINBOW DUST 
1/2 cup sugar 
Food coloring       Plastic Zip Baggies

What you do:

Put sugar in the plastic bag. Choose the color you want and add drops to the bag. Seal and squeeze the sugar in the sealed bag until it becomes colored

“RAIN” PICTURES

Construction Paper

Kool Aid

Spray Bottles

Pencils

Permanent Markers

What you do:

Draw a simple picture on the paper.  Go over it with the permanent marker.  Add different colors of Kool-Aid to the different sections and spray with water.

