4-H Dog Obedience Class Regulations
Many county 4-H programs provide an opportunity for young people involved in the 4-H Dog Project area to participate in obedience training.  This of course is accomplished in many different ways.  Some kennels provide training, while others have interested volunteers conduct the training.   Some of these opportunities are free while others charge a nominal fee to cover expenses.  

Counties that do charge a fee for the dog obedience classes, fall under the requirements of the Iowa Code of Law Chapter 162 entitled Care of Animals in Commercial Establishments.   This law addresses training in return for a consideration in Iowa Code of Law Chapter 162.2.7 as follows:

"Commercial kennel" means a kennel which performs grooming, boarding, or training services for dogs or cats in return for a consideration (payment).


In addition, Iowa Code of Law Chapter 162.6 entitled "Commercial kennel or public auction license" states:

A person shall not operate a commercial kennel or public auction unless the person has obtained a license to operate a commercial kennel or a public auction issued by the secretary or unless the person has obtained a certificate of registration issued by the secretary if the kennel is federally licensed. Application for the license or the certificate shall be made in the manner provided by the secretary. The license and the certificate expire one year from date of issue unless revoked. The license fee is forty dollars per year and the certification fee is twenty dollars annually. If the person has obtained a federal license, the person need only obtain a certificate. The license may be renewed upon application and payment of the prescribed fee in the manner provided by the secretary if the licensee has conformed to all statutory and regulatory requirements. The certificate may be renewed upon application and payment of the prescribed fee in the manner provided by the secretary. 

In essence a license is only required if a "consideration" or payment is received.  Therefore, if 4-H’ers are charged for the dog obedience classes, a license must be obtained and a license fee must be paid.  
 

An application may be obtained by contacting the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) Animal Welfare telephone number (515-281-7583) or accessing licenses at the IDALS website –


http://www.agriculture.state.ia.us/pdfs/new.app.form.pdf

Individuals applying for a license must submit a completed application with the appropriate fee to IDALS for review, a copy of the application is sent to the area inspector to complete an inspection, and, after our office receives an approved inspection report, IDALS will issue a license.

Please keep this in mind as you plan and proceed with the 4-H Dog Obedience training opportunities in your county. 
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